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Similarly, East and West may be used as compendious words to
describe certain geographical areas like Asia and Europe, certain
racial characteristics like brown and white, certain political insti-
tutions like autocracy and democracy, certain social customs like
freedom and subjection of women, certain mental attitudes like
scientific and scholastic, and certain moral values, like good and
bad. But when a correlation between these sets of physical, bio-
logical, political, economic, social, mental and moral factors is
asserted when it is said that Oriental has, or is fit for, only Oriental
Civilization, and the Occidental has, or is fit for, only Occidental
Civilization; and when it is asked if Western Civilization or educa-
tion is good for the Easterner or vice versa; and when such con-
cepts are used to justify the restriction or denial of human rights
and opportunities, much mischief and injustice result.

It is not possible here to enumerate all the grave injustices that
have resulted from the confusion between coincidences and corre-
lations. It is possible to refer only to an instance or two. In India,
the "untouchables*' are denied certain social rights on the ground
that they are unclean; a correlation is presumed between the mere
birth of certain persons and uncleanliness, and it follows from this
presumption that every such person is unclean and not to be
associated with. As a matter of fact, uncleanliness is not correlated
with "untouchables"; unclean people occur both in the "untouch-
ables" and caste people. Uncleanliness must be avoided wherever
found, and not the "untouchables," even if clean. Similarly, the
Negro in the U.S.A. and in Africa is denied social and political rights
simply because he is a Negro. A correlation is presumed between
the Negro race and slavery, and it follows from it that the Negro
cannot be a citizen like the White man. If political rights are corre-
lated with either an educational or property qualification, some
Whites and some Negroes will be entitled to the vote. India is denied
self-government of the democratic type on the ground that India
is an Oriental country, and a correlation is presumed between
Oriental peoples and autocratic rule, and between Occidentals and
democracy. There is no such correlation, and hence no justification
for the denial of democracy to India*